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The Meritocratic Moment:
Talent and Education Reform in
Post-war West Germany and Japan
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This seminar explores the development of meritocratic ideas in West
Germany and Japan after World War II. It sheds light on the how post-
war democratic societies built political legitimacy through education
reforms directed to the identification and cultivation of ‘talent’. This is
part of a research project aiming to develop a global history of
meritocracy in the mid to late 20™ century.

Monash University (Australia)

*The presentation will be in English but questions in Japanese are welcome.
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